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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 RABAT 02006 041504Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR- 12 ISO-OO 10-14 ACDA-12 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-20 OMB-01 TRSE-00 /124W 

102697 050615Z/17 

R 041438Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY RABAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5038 
INFO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 

UNCLAS RABAT 2006 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MOPS, PINS, AG, MO,MR, SP 

SUBJECT: MOROCCAN VERSION OF MAURITANIAN DIPLOMAT'S DEFECTION 

REF: ALGIERS 1046 

RE PARA 1 REFTEL, OFFICIAL MOROCCAN PRESS AGENCY AND SEMI-OFFICIAL 
AL-MAGHRIB MARCH 31 DESCRIBED THE MAURITANIAN DIPLOMAT WHO HAD 
FLED THE CANARY ISLANDS FOR ALGIERS A WEEK BEFORE AS AN ALGERIAN 
SPY WHOSE COVER HAD BEEN BLOWN. ACCORDING TO THIS ACCOUNT, A 
FORMER POLISARIO OFFICIAL IN THE CANARIES WHO RECENTLY DEFECTED 
TO RABAT HAD BEEN IN THE PROCESS OF REVEALING CLANDESTINE 
ALGERIAN AND POLISARIO ACTIVITIES IN THE CANARY ISLANDS AND 
HAD IDENTIFIED THE MAURITANIAN VICE CONSUL IN LAS PALMAS, 

M'BAREK BRAHIM SALIM, AS AN ALERIAN AGENT. THUS THE MOROCCAN 
VERSION ATTEMPTS TO PUTS SALIM'S PUBLIC STATEMENT THAT HE FLED BECAUSE 

HE WAS DISTRUBED AT JOINT MOROCCAN, MAURITANIAN, AND SPANISH POLICE 
AND INTELLIGENCE COOPERATION IN THE CANARIES IN A VERY DIFFERENT 
LIGHT. THE MOROCCAN PRESS PREDICTED THAT MR. SALIM'S ' RECALL'' 

TO ALGIERS WAS THE BEGINNING OF THE DISMANTLING OF ALGERIA’S 
INTELLINGENCE OPERATIONS IN THE CANARY ISLANDS. ANDERSON 
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